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Location 



Southern Health Care Network 
 A centre for medical and nurse training, 

postgraduate study and medical research 
 Provides services to an area with a population of 

>700,000 people, plus rural services to >300,000 
 Provides: 

o public hospital services 
o aged inpatient, community and home care services 
o inpatient and community mental health services. 



www.med.monash.edu.au/healthservices/cce.html 



Centre for Clinical Effectiveness 

Mission statement: To enhance patient outcomes through 
the clinical application of the best available evidence 
Three strategies: 

o Improve access to relevant and valid information 
o Improve evaluation of available information 
o Implement effective care 

Four approaches: 
o Evidence Centre 
o Teaching evidence-based practice 
o Research programs 
o Contracts, tenders 



 Started April 1998 with 3 staff 

 Evidence-based ‘information resource’ for clinicians at 
Southern Health 

 Funded by mix of State Government, Commonwealth 
Government and Monash University 

 Further funding from competitive research,  
contracts and tenders 

 20 staff in 2003 

Centre for Clinical Effectiveness 



Evidence Requests 

 Three levels 
1. Literature searches 
2. Critical appraisals 
3. Full reports 

 All reports involve a systematic search of the 
published literature. 
 Critical appraisals are evaluative summaries of 

identified studies based on standard templates. 
 Full reports include syntheses of the available 

evidence using standard processes. 







Evidence Requests 

Some examples: 
 

 In children with suspected meningitis does head 
CT predict the likelihood of cerebral herniation 
following lumbar puncture? 
 Is papaverine infusion or balloon angioplasty more 

effective for patients with cerebral vasospasm? 
 Is providing acute psychological intervention in 

the ED effective for patients presenting with 
suicidal behaviour? 



BACI Project 
Objective: 

o Determine the quality of published evidence available to 
answer clinical questions asked by health care professionals 

Methods 
o All requests completed since the inception of CCE were 

accessed up until May/June 2003 
o All evidence requests are classified according to question 

type: intervention, diagnosis, prognosis, aetiology, other 
o The type of research evidence available to answer questions 

was classified according to hierarchy of research study 
design 



BACI Results – Discipline 

Requests by discipline (n=870) 
1 Apr 98 - 31 May 2003 

Allied Health 
29% 

Administration 
5% 

Medical 
32% 

Nursing 
28% 

Pharmacy 
1% 

Educator 
5% 



BACI Results – Type of question 

Requests by type (n=807) 
1 Apr 98 - 30 June 2003 

Intervention 
60% 

Prognosis 
2% 

Diagnosis 
6% 

Aetiology 
7% 

Other 
25% 



BACI Results – Level of Evidence 

Intervention questions (n=481) 
1 April 98 - 30 June 2003 

Systematic 
Reviews 

36% 
Controlled 

Trials 
9% 

Case series 
11% 

Other 
6% 

No evidence 
13% 

Randomised 
Controlled Trials 

25% 



BACI Results – satisfaction and 
clinical utility 

 Satisfaction feedback from 69% of requests: 
o 86% satisfied with information provided 
o 93% satisfied with staff 

 Clinical utility: 
o 78% said the report answered their question 

moderately or very well 
o 52% said it was likely or very likely that 

the report would influence their practice 



Conclusions 

 The BACI evidence centre has completed >800 
evidence requests over 5 years 

 The evidence service was used by clinicians from 
different specialties and disciplines 

 The available information was more rigorous than 
expected 

 The BACI service was favourably received by clinicians 
 Over half of the clinicians indicated that the BACI 

service would influence their clinical practice 



The (BACI) End! 



Our Sponsors 
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