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Why is this important

• Journals have become communication networks

• Conduit between the scientific community and 

investigators, clinicians, public, and media

• Far greater interest in medicine/science than in the 

past

• Patient participation in care is increasing

• Time of near facts, partial facts, half-facts

• Health care increasingly expensive

• Slide 2



© 2016 American Medical Association. Confidential and Privileged.

Reach of JAMA

• Readers

• 310,000 subscribers

• 150,000 MDs read weekly 

content in CMJ

• 600,000 weekly eTOC alerts

• 1.2 million weekly on-line alerts

• 120,000 users TJN reader

• 20,000 MDs view content on 

Univadis

• Social Network

• Twitter 220,000+

• Facebook 440,000+

• Listeners

• 10,000 listen to EICs weekly 

podcast

• 100,000+ listen to other 

podcasts monthly

• Viewers

• 8,000,000 see/hear monthly 

JAMA report video

• Learners

• ~3000 participate in weekly CME 

quizzes
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We touch ~ 1.5M physicians each week with our content

2017 ~ 32 Million PDF/HTML downloads!!!
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Responsibility of Editors

• Understand conflict of interest

• Conduct adequate peer-review

• “Frame” important articles, minimize “hype”

• Understand the power of opinion 

• Use language carefully

• Ensure accuracy of scientific literature (correct errors)

• Continually review policies
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Conflict of Interest
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Peer-Review at JAMA 

• Slide 6

Triaging Editor

(paper can be 
rejected)

Associate Editor 
(paper can be 

rejected)

Assigned to 2-5 
Peer-Reviewers 
(paper can be 

rejected)

Triaged to 
Manuscript 

Meeting (stats 
review mandatory)

Rejected or 
Revised or ERBR

Manuscript 
Returned to 
Author for 
Revision

Returns to 
Manuscript 

Meeting

ACCEPTED or REJECTED !!!
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Frame the Message
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Frame the Message
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Clinical Trials

• Remain the single most important article type (perhaps 

guidelines have superseded RCTs)

• Occupy the top or contribute to the top of the evidence 

pyramid

• Clinicians and much of the media understand the 

importance of clinical trials

• Difficult legacy in the 1980s and 1990s

• Single greatest advance – trial registration

• SAPs, protocols, trial registration

• More conducted in conjunction with industry

• Data-sharing
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Clinical Trials
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Accompanying Editorial
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The Influence of Opinion
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Curb Your Enthusiasm 
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Use Language Carefully

• Causal language used only for clinical trials 

including in abstract, throughout the article, and in 

all press releases

• Absolute differences presented with relative 

differences, for both outcomes and adverse events 

(often can make any difference feel significant)

• Adverse events included in reporting of clinical 

trials

• Conclusion and relevance – our last section –

reflects the data in the abstract
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Careful Use of Language
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Ensure Accuracy of Scientific Record
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• Corrections

• Retractions

• Retractions with Replacements
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Trust in Biomedical Journals

• A primary responsibility of editors

• More important than ever

• Transparency of processes is critical
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No legacy is so rich as honesty. 

William Shakespeare

The goal of education is the 

advancement of knowledge and the 

dissemination of truth. 

John F. Kennedy


