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The evidence ecosystem, a hot topic these days
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Ecosystem: African Savanna
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2016: Time for a post-guidelines era in health care?

Major limitations EBM and guidelines

Developers

– Not trustworthy, ignore other knowledge

– Resource-demanding, extreme duplication

Policy-makers, clinicians and patients 

– Available, useful, understandable ?

– Allow shared, personalized decisions?

– Up to date?

– Integrated in the electronic health record?
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Time to respond to calls from the opponents?
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Major challenges with EBM, systematic reviews, HTA and 
guidelines but also advances in standards, methods and tools
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Can technology help? Platforms and tools ready for use
(e.g., www.magicapp.org) 
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http://www.magicapp.org
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What can we learn from the Brazilians in Belo Horizonte? 
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Challenges beyond guidelines, for patients and society 
to increase value and reduce waste in health care and research
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The current evidence ecosystem is broken
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Solutions, in an emerging digital and trustworthy evidence ecosystem 
to increase value and reduce waste in health care and research

10/28/2017



1210/28/2017

Some hurdles to overcome: Organizations fit for purpose? 
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BMJ Rapid Recommendations: Let´s check it out…*
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* All papers open access and for you to scrutinize, adapt and use for your 

purposes

http://www.bmj.com/rapid-recommendations
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The Evidence Ecosystem: Fact of fiction for TAVI?
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No HTA (cost-effective?) 

+ other barriers
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How far can we come with all the actors and platforms 
in place?
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Evidence Ecosystem: Fact of fiction 
for Probiotics in children taking antibiotics?
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WikiRecs - EBM guidelines - translation, adaptation - CDSS in the EHR
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To practice: Meet “Stella Artois” 17 months old, with pneumonia 
prescribed with antibiotics in Belgian primary care
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Doctor prescribes antibiotics in the EHR….
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Drilling back to the Evidence if needed
EBM guidelines – MAGICapp - all the way to the meta-analysis?
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And same goes for Finland
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Acting on – and implementing - the evidence, together
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No lack of challenges, but also exciting opportunities
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In summary:

• Better methods, processes and tools and available in an emerging 
Digital and Trustworthy Evidence Ecosystem in health care 

• More of a fact than a fiction, despite the challenges

• People: culture for sharing work, evidence and understanding of 
research methods, including different sources of knowledge

• Technology: 
– Rapidly evolving platforms with digitally structured data. G-I-N, 

Cochrane and others joining forces
– Real world evidence, big data and genomics: huge potential but..

• BMJ-RapidRecs as a model: Will organizations get the work done or 
do we need a disruptive innovation, in health care like elsewhere?
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