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A community of living organisms in conjunction 

with the non-living components of their 

environment (air, water, mineral soil), 

interacting as a system

Ecosystem





An ecosystem influenced by:

• Living organisms: stakeholders, with their 

competition, collaboration and conflicts of 

interest

• Environment: social, cultural, economic, 

political context

• Non-living component: evidence

The ecosystem of evidence
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The way forward



Evidence Generation

• More guidelines for reporting protocols: observational 

studies, diagnostic studies…

• More evidence about the impact of reporting guidelines

• Extending both WHO statement and ICMJE policies 

concerning clinical trials to register observational studies

• Exploring ways to reduce the extreme fragmentation of 

regulation issues 

• Exploiting all opportunities to increase the 

reproducibility of biomedical research 



Evidence Generation

• We need less publications and more high quality evidence 

- Changing the ways to measure the impact biomedical 

research and to fund it 

- To increase the efficiency of basic research 

- To reach good balance among basic, translational, 

clinical and health service research



SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS

• International policies to converge efforts on Cochrane reviews

• New ICMJE Statement:

- PROSPERO registration number mandatory for publication

- Encourage Cochrane reviews → publication of a synthesis 

on affiliated ICMJE journals

• Centralized database for (non Cochrane) high-quality 

systematic reviews

Evidence Synthesis



CLINICAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES

• International governance to avoid proliferation of low 

quality CPGs

• Better management of COIs according to G-I-N standards

• Exploring ways to include multimorbidity in CPGs 

recommendations

• Central CPGs database searchable for quality criteria 

(AGREE II, G-I-N, IOM)

• Improve usability: e.g. CDSS

Evidence Synthesis



Evidence Translation

• More good quality evidence about: knowledge translation 

(KT), shared decision making, patient adherence

• Set standards for:

- defining KT priorities at local level

- developing care pathways, through local adapting of CPGs

- assessing barriers and facilitating factors



Evidence Translation

THE WAY FORWARD

• Measuring performance 

- Using reliable process and outcome measures

- Align performance measures and reward systems across 

different levels: professional → team → health organization 

→ health care system 
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To improve health outcomes, patients’ 

experience and sustainability of healthcare 

systems by integrating the best evidence into 

clinical and policy decisions and patients’ 

choices

The ultimate goal of EBHC
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Generation

Too many gray zones

Waste of primary 
research

Influence of conflicts 
of interests

Synthesis

Too many useless 
systematic reviews

Too many 
untrustworthy 
clinical practice 

guidelines

Influence of conflicts 
of interests

Translation

Relevant gaps 
between evidence 

and clinical practice, 
health policies, 

patients’ choices

Waste: overuse and 
underuse of health 

interventions, 
inadequate 

coordination of care

Suboptimal health 
outcomes and 

patients’ experience



• Too many standards (statements, rules, tools) of variable 

quality in attempt to improve generation, synthesis and 

translation of evidence

• Little/no evidence about their implementation status and 

effects

• Lack of a global vision of real needs

Lack of governance
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To set up the GLobal OBservatory on Ecosystem 

of Evidence (GLOBEE) to monitor needs, 

publication and implementation of international 

standards aimed to improve generation, 

synthesis and translation of evidence into 

clinical and health policy decisions as well as 

into patients’ choices 

GLOBEE 



1. Mapping critical issues that affect the 3 pillars of the 

ecosystem of evidence

2. Mapping international standards (statements, rules, tools)

- identifying those already available 

- proposing new ones if needed

3. Monitoring implementation of the international standards: 

- primary research → systematic reviews

- institutional reports

- other

4. Suggesting updates of the international standards

GLOBEE: main steps



GLOBEE milestones 2019-2021
• EBHC Conference 2019

- sharing proposal and informal meetings with delegates

• 2019-2021

- involving scientific committee

- developing a database of critical issues, available standards, 

EBHC organizations and individuals

- website developing 

- website release for experts’ feedback

• EBHC Conference 2021 

- website launch



GLOBEE milestones 2021-2023
• EBHC Conference 2021

- official website release

• 2021-2023

- GLOBEE dissemination

- international advocacy

- monitoring implementation of the standards

• EBHC Conference 2023 

- GLOBEE impact evaluation



www.globee.online






