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Background

• What is the goal of  a Journal Club

• What is the Italian Pediatric Primary Care

• What is the Acp* Pediatric Newsletter (AcpPN)
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Aims

The Acp PN Aims: 
• identifying, selecting and commenting papers published in leading

international publications

• boosting individual critical appraisal skills, group-work skills and 
competencies

• instructing on the requirements of publishing work on indexed
peer-reviewed publications

• disseminating knowledge most relevant to everyday 1ary and 2ary

care of paediatric practices

• “cementing” groups of paediatricians, who regularly meet to share 
knowledge and experiences, enhancing team working skills

the whole using a shared and consistent EB methodology
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Methods
AcpPN group members, ~ 100 people, include mostly family pediatricians,       

but also trainee or resident pediatricians, and clinicians. 

Groups activities: 

Editors activities:

The regularly monitored Publications are: 

www.acp.it

• monitoring and selecting potentially relevant articles
• reading and appraising them
• monthly journal club meeting for discussion and structured appraisal sheet compilation 

forwarding the appraisal sheets to the editorial central team to possible publication in 
our e-journal “ Electronic Pages of Quaderni Acp”.

• editors provide their feedback prior publication and any further relevant articles on the 
same topic.

• the appraisal sheets are regularly published in the ACP website: 
http://www.acp.it/pagine-elettroniche

• annual ACP NP training days on the topics or relevant epidemiological and EBM tools

The Lancet, BMJ, JAMA, NEJM, ADC, Pediatrics, J of Pediatrics, JAMA Pediatrics, BMC 
Pediatrics, BMJ Updates, and Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews

http://www.acp.it/pagine-elettroniche


Results

• At present, contributors to Acp PN Journal club include the 
members of 11 Journal Clubs groups, based in as many Italian
cities; each group is composed by 5-15 members. 

• There are also 20 pediatricians members of the Acp working
group on “Child health and Environmental pollution” 
specifically committed into such topics. 

• The appraisal sheets published are 33 in 2017 and 38 in 2018 

• In addition: comments on the most relevant Guidelines and 
Systematic Reviews published in Pediatric 1ary and 2ary care
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Limits
• Effectiveness

• More research on JC training effectiveness is needed

• Lack of free access to scientific libraries for Italian family 
pediatricians

• No formal recognition of this training commitment by some 
Regional health system (ASL).  
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Our Questionnaire

• How can the efficacy of trainee and in-service pediatrician
training strategies be evaluated within the italian context of 
Primary Care?

• Poor evidence underlines the necessity of further research

• In this regard, we are validating an effectiveness measuring
system of each participant: 

a questionnaire addressed to trainee or resident
pediatricians and primary care pediatricians, about their
EBM knowledge and attitudes.
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Our Questionnaires
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EBM knowledge questionnaire
to residents in Pediatrics

A. Professional info
B. EBM knowledges
C. Orientation toward EBM: 
D. How do you retrieve the 
information you need?

47 answersneed?

EBM knowledge questionnaire
to Primary Care Pediatricians.

A. Professional info
B. EBM knowledge
C. Orientation toward EBM
D. How do you retrieve the 
information you need? 

157 answers



Bottom line

• Journal clubs should contribute to spreading critical
appraisal tools and methods relevant to research
papers

• We would expand access to publications to an 
audience as wide as possible also in primary care

• effectively, independently and in a peer to peer
modality, like Acp does.
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Thank you for your attention


